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the 7th District, last week sent le g
_ to President Reagan, CIA Directst.

“tor came over Thursday to brief me;s
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‘Says Sovtet/ Bulg

By JEFF POWELL . :}e-- ' ‘

News-Free Press Political Writet -

- The _Soviet/Bulgarian ,;connectxon g
to the 1981 assassinatxou attempt on
Pope John Paul II'is. “véry much
alive and very much: of a »problem‘;’
Georgia Congressman . Larry

» McDonald said Saturday- after-a.
- briefing by Central: Intelhgence

Agency officials.  x
Rep. McDonald, a Democrat

William Casey, and-the head of £ ]
_House Intelligence Committee urging’ }
investigations-into reports that U. | |
government officials :are “tryingfo-
suppress” information linking the So- [
.viet secret"police (the. KGB) and: t‘he
Bulgarian sercet police to the. shoot-
ing of the pope.
“The CIA was upset by the repori‘s
(of his request), and the deputy direc?

Rep. McDonald said in a telephone:
interview from his Washmgton office
Saturday.

He said the information supphed
by the .CIA official .is classified as
“top secret,” and “all I can say is that:
the Bulgarian-and Soviet connection
is very much alive and _very much of
aproblem. . . il

“And, 1 restate the need for a thor:)
ough investigation of this so that the
American people can get a clear ui-:
derstandmg .of the ‘type of people’

. we’re dealing with-at the negotxatmg

table,” continued the congressman. .’ e

“People need to-understand that
the head of the Soviet regime is, of
course, Yuri Andropov,” Rep’*
McDonald said. “This is the first time~
in Soviet history that the head of the -
secret police has survived the job. Up'
until now, he has always been kxlled
while holdmg the office. . - |,

“Up until now the secret pohce has
always been a staff -group subser-
vient to the ruling clique,” he said; -
“This is the first time the head of the’
secret police has also become head of
the regime.
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-M cDonal,d Gets CIA Brzefmg,
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" uso; T eHee Ethesecretpohcehas

* taken over the system.

_ Relatmg Andropov’s past achvm
to more recent’ developments, mclud--

" ing the-May 1981 attempt on the- hfe{"

* of the “the Georgia, Democrat

. said Andropov - - former. the head:ut

. the Soviet KGB - - has a ]nstpry-gf T

‘ ruthlossness’in ,deahng withicha
. lenges'to Soviet activities; i
.- #He started-outin a portxon”
" Jand taken. over"by Russia’in’ World

. War IL" explained<Rep;: ‘McDonald

- “ngJOb wastohllthose Finnswh l comphawmthemegﬂt o a ‘—,- -

ther: exampies pf Andropov’s ‘ruthe
lessness are shown.-during theSovxet

chief of state’s tenure as ambassadm‘

of Hungary in the late *50s.% /5% -
“He was ambassador ‘to Hungary

* in:1956° dunng :the Hungarian revolu-
: t:on,” explamed .the . conservatwe
: 'congnessmane “When. Hungary -was
- winning' in the first five or six days of
the uprising, Andropov invited the
top Hungarian - Defense minister,
Gen. Pal Maleter, to a dinner to dis-
cuss the surrender"of Russian ‘troops
and getting all the Russ;an troops out

- of Hungary. .f= g
“Once the Himgarxan Defense min-

+ ister got there, and once the meeting .
.. . and dinner began, the "door Rurst
< .open..and .KGB. units surroun T lice.
. t

~ Maleter, tookshim outside -and -in
<" . very short tinje, he was shot."it: was a’
+..real Al Capone-type operation::™"

;“ Yo “When -the: ,Hungarian- Defensea-
., minister was’ glven a.guarantee : of ]
[ safe-keeping }-that is how: he iwas

“treated by AndrOpo ,Rep
& 'McDonald continued. .~/ ! T

- ;5’: =
Later, he
had swept over Hungary, Prime Min- "

d. after Sovxet troops - i

1 Tie Alwe

" The controversy surroundmg the
" -shooting of the pope stems from vari- -
--ous reports that CIA and other:gov- -
. .ernment officials have “attempted to
squelch” the investigation by Italian -
‘authorities-into the so-called Bulgar- .
xan/Sowet oonnectxon. -'““"}i"&‘*\ P

-1
~.45- ‘E’q'.'
s e .

- MehmetAh Agca, a Turk, was™
; .jailed by. ‘Ttalyfor the assassination

{attempt, and-officials of the country

3. have charged Sergei’ Ivanov Antonov,

former ‘head . of the Bulgarian Air-.

lines'. office '} ¢in’-Rome," with active |

‘ NBC news rep recently that
- despite “even more: persuasnve" evi-
- dence that:Agca bad acted under the
- direction ‘of. Bu'lgana, and therefore
““‘the Sovxets, ‘some key officials-of the
- CIA™ are’ *actively dxscouragmg )
American’ newsmen and Itahan m— '
vestigators. ..., . . P :

" “Part of the explanatlon hos in the

" ironic fact that many in the US. and
western Europe would rather not be
presented with proof of Soviet com-
plicity "at this time (because)-that
could shatter hopes for detente, trade
and arms agreements," accordmg to:

" NBC.:

- Rep. McDonald, repeated lus stand
Saturday that, “there are very signif-
icant links- between Agca and the

B Bulganans and the Sovnet secret po-

Y { do not beheve we should in any
. way stand in the way. of getting the )
:~truth: out to-the:public, -because the:
_attempt to kill the pope certainly
" was not a situation of one lone fanat- -
1 je, conclyded the Georg;a congress-
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ister Imer Nagy fled to the Yugoslav

e mxmstry for safety.

i' “Andropov -told Nagy “he dnd not f:

want to.create an mternatxonal inci-
dent and -said .if he came out, he
would be protected,” said Rep.
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